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‘The inner settiement

Outbuilding vith &
wooden stable

Unfortunately, ll the weaith and
{reasures of Bobovac vere pun-
dered by the armies that conquered
and ruied t n the centures fter-
wards. As i it wasn't enough, the
town was lso plundered by tomb
raidersld by famous local legends
ofa buried oyal treasure some-
‘where inside th fown. St some
valuable fems were found by he
moden archasologists. Today most
ofhese findings are kept n the
National Museu of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in Serajevo

magniicient
interior design of
the royal paace.

belonged to the
inlrr omamens
of the lower
oyl paace.

Porcelain lanterns
Tke th's one, were
produced and used
widely i Bobovec.

Utensils

used by leather
arftsmen in
Bobovac:
i)
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BOBOVAG, CROSS SECTION

Upper Town
The Crepel, Frarciscn House 8.
Lower Town ol sqare

The cautand
adniistatie s

HOW TO GET THERE?
You can travel to Bobovac via
Kakanj and Kraljeva Sutieska or
via Breza and Vares. Take the easy
scenic route which is asphalted,
except some ten kilometres of
‘macadam. You will need a car to get there
‘since no public transportation is available.
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Branit, a tree-slorey stone watchiower

buit on the Vs elevation. It was used to con-

trol approaches to the town from the north
I wells were s thick as up to 4 metres at
the bottom,

The main gate
with 3 drawbridge,
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‘The forecourt held a backsmith

and afarier's shops and other simir

‘Wooden structures, \
‘{
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‘The northern

towngate had a huge stone
watchtoveer above it. s walls
were 2 melres thick.

‘The northern ditch was 3 meires.
wide and 2 metres deep. A wooden
drawbridge led the way over it to the
towngate.

Adetached watchtower

‘The foundation of 2 great church
Its construction was never finished.

‘The Royal mausoleum is halding
e tombs of Bosnian kings Ostoa,
6, Tutko I, Toms, the queen
Dorotea and some other dyn:
members. The tomb riders pundered

managed to find some valuabie tems.

‘The round tower was the central
fower used to conrol bah upper and
Tower parts of the fown

‘The main street streched from one
end ofthe town o th other twas
about one metre ide and at some
pars cand inf the ocks.

‘The easter town gate

‘The souther watchtower
was used to keep an eye on

the south,

capital oty ofthe medieval Bosnien
Kingodom. Buit on steep. rocky
s 700 mefres above the sea leve, e
town had  perfect defensive postion for
is time. s high cifs and walls made it
teally impregnable. The deep canyons of
the Miakoiska Rer from the east and
Bukovica River from the west kept the town
secure from both side. The corfluence of
hese two rivers s just a the southern tp
of the town, thus makig the north side
the only access o the town. Therefore,
the defenders had buit not one but four
defensive towers,high curai walls and a
three-metre-vide ditch there.

Before Bobovec, the palece of
Bosnian rulrs was loceted in Mostre,
in Visoko Valley, some 20 kiometres
south from here. Howeer, as the at-
tacks of the enemy amies increased,
Bosnian banus Stiepan I Kotromanié
moved his court 0 Bobovac around 1300
ad where it was much easier fo efend.

Since then until the fal of Bosnian
Kingdom n 1463, Bobovac had been the
capital of the Bosnian sate. It held the
oyal ourt vith various ofces, the state
treasury and archives, the royel trone,
the crown and althe other elements of
a capital city. Afer the Ottoman con-
questin 1463, the town los s strategic
importance and wes pulled down and
abendoned,

T the royal town of Bobovac was the.

than 1100 meters of courtain
walls and it hag 1 stone towers.
In the river canyon south the town, the
defendsrs had set up a chain of check
ints. Also & huge mass of water was.
Kept in  dam o be relezsed upon an
‘advancing enemy army.
“The wooden setflaments norh, south
and wihin the town conained up to 200

B obovac was surrounded by more

wooden 5,
a number of watermils down on the
vers, one manual wheat mill_inside
the upper palace, at least 3 blacksmith
shops, stables, itchens, a dungeon et
Ao, farers, amorers, shied mekers,
masons, caners, seal makers, bakers,
woodcarvers and potters ived and worked
in the Royal Town.

The state treasury of Bobovec kept
the royal crown, tate archives and all the
wealth of Bosnian Kingdom. When the
Oftomans entared the iy on 22 My 1463,
ey captured a huge amount of god and
shier and more than a millin ducats!

‘The Main Tower was the oidest and
‘most dominating object of the town. It
had three storeys and held a cister. The
Bosnian fig flattering proudly on top o it
must have been a great sight!

‘The upper palace had the private royal
chambers, 2 small couryard and a smal
altached walchiower.

The adtional palace (anex) held the
roums where the oficl seal maker and
royal engraver vorked.

The Lower Palace of the foyal Court ves
a huge four-soray buiding. It contaned
the main hall with the royal throne, the
state archives and th treasury where the
oyl rown was kept. Accordingfothe evi-
dence, this was the most decorated palace
in the town. The imer walls were covered
with expensive tapestry. The floral and ani-
mal figures were canved ontothe wall and
the columns were painted n golden colour
Staned giass i various colours was used
for the windows and beautifuly decoreted
porcelain heating stoves were found in
almost every oo,

‘The Bosnian Royal Crown
{aroconstcrion based on achapoga evnce)

]

‘The main courtyard had a blacksmith
shop and a roofed cistem. A saircase
carved into the i led to this courtyard.
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